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List of American Foreign Associates of the Royal 
Astronomical Society. 

The first American who was elected one of the fifty Foreign 
Associates of the Royal Astronomical Society (founded in 1820) 
was William Cranch Bond, who was chosen in 1849. Fol- 
lowing is a complete list: 

Lewis M. Rutherfurd. 
Charles A. Young. 
George W. Hilli 
Asaph Hall. 
C. H. F. Peters. 
Edward C. Pickering. 
Samuel P. Langley. 
Edward S. Holden. 
Seth C. Chandler. 
Lewis Boss. 
William L. Elkin. 
Albert A. Michelson. 

List of Americans Who have Received the Medal of 
the Royal Astronomical Society. 

Since the year 1823, the Royal Astronomical Society has 
given a gold medal for services to science. The first American 
to receive this medal was George Phillips Bond. The medal 
has been awarded to the following Americans: 

1865. George P. Bond. 1887. George W. Hill. 

1874. Simon Newcomb. 1894. Sherburne W. Burnham. 

1879. Asaph Hall. 1896. Seth C. Chandler. 

1883. Benjamin A. Gould. 1897. Edward E. Barnard. 

1886. Edward C Pickering. 

Earthquake at Oakland, January 17, 1897. 

On January 17, 1897, at i h n m n 8 p. m., P. S. T., two sharp 
shocks were observed, about one second apart. The time given 
is for the second shock, and is believed to be correct within a 
second. In half an hour my watch was compared with W. U. 
time, and the correction applied to the observed time. 

The first shock seemed heavier than the second, and both 
suggested an explosion rather than an earthquake. An examina- 
tion of the country in the direction of the powder mills was made 
immediately from the house-top with a glass, but no smoke or 
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other evidences of an explosion were visible. A heavy rumbling 
was noticed just preceding the shocks, and the house creaked. 
The windows on the north side of the house seemed to rattle 
before and louder than those on the opposite side. The chan- 
delier shook, and as it came to rest the vibrations appeared to be 
north and south, approximately. A. H. Babcock. 

Oakland, Cal., January 17, 1897. 

Elliptic Elements of Comet g, 1896, (Perrine), by 
W. J. Hussey and C. D. Perrine. 

From Mount Hamilton observations of December 8th, Decem- 
ber 20th, and January 5th, we have computed the following 
elements of this comet: 

Epoch, 1896, December 8.5, Gr. M. T. 



>Mean Ecliptic, 1897.0 



log e = 9.836649 
loga = 0.549565 
log //. = 2.725660 
Period = 6.67 years. 
With the exception of <o or ir, these elements closely resemble 
those of Biela's Comet at its last apparition in 1852. 
Mount Hamilton, January 14, 1897. 

Observations of the Companion to Procyon, and of 
the Companion to Sirius, bv J. M. Schaeberle. 

Measures of the Companion to Procyon. 

O II 

1896. November 13. p — 318.8 .£ = 4.58 wt. = 3 
November 14. 3 2< 3-4 4-58 2 
December 19. 319-3 4-89 1 

1897. January 10. 322.3 4.62 3 

Measures of the Companion to Sirius. 

1896. October 28. 188.3 3- 6 5 1 
October 30. 190.0 3.65 3 
November 6. 188.3 3.85 3 

1897. January 10. 189.4 3-7 2 5 
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Honor Conferred on Dr. Lewis, Swift. 

A press-telegram of January 5th notifies that the medal 
founded by Mrs. Hannah Jackson (ne'e Gwilt) has been 
conferred by the Royal Astronomical Society on Dr. Swift, 
Director of the Lowe Observatory, "in recognition of his services 
to the cause of science in the discovery of comets, etc." 

The Ladd Observatory (Providence, R. I.) 

During the year's leave of absence of the Director of the 
Ladd Observatory. (Professor Upton), which is to be spent at 
the Arequipa station of the Harvard College Observatory, his 
place is to be filled by Mr. F. W. Very, who has resigned the 
position at the Allegheny Observatory which he has occupied 
for so many years. 

Measures of the Companion to Procyon. 

I have secured three measures with the thirty-six-inch 

refractor of the companion to Procyon discovered by Professor 

Schaeberle. The mean is: 

1896.98 32i°.o 4".84 

R. G. Aitken. 
January 19, 1897. 

Erratum in Publications A. S. P., No. 53. 

Volume VIII, No. 53, page 311, line 9, for Schiaparelli 
read Schaeberle. C. A. Y. 

Astronomical Telegrams. (Translation.) 

Lick Observatory, Dec. 9, 1896. 
To Harvard College Observatory j ^^ jq a ^ 

and Students' Observatory: J 

A comet was discovered by Perrine, December 8, 2& 29" 
48 s G. M. T.; R. A. o h 52™ 26 s . 7, Decl. + 6° 24' 52". Daily 
motion R. A. + 7™, Decl. — 30'. It is about as bright as a star 
of eighth magnitude; has a well-defined nucleus and tail. 

Lick Observatory, Dec. 9, 1896. 
To Harvard College Observatory j ^.^ p M } 

and Students' Observatory: ) 

Comet Perrine was observed by Perrine, December 9, 
15" 37 m 50" G. M. T.; R. A. o h 58 m 9'.9, Decl. + 6° 4' 30". 



